RIBCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on 16 March 2026
PRESENT:
Parish Councillors: Caunce, Cromie, Finch, Yates
Borough Councillor: Barnsley
Apologies: Councillors Dickinson and Mason
1 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None
2 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  None
3 CONSIDERATION OF THE MINUTES: 
The brought-forward item from February, requiring the re-drafting of the January Minutes, was considered and confirmed.
4 	MATTERS ARISING:
The continuing concern about the weekday parking outside the school was raised once again.  The provision of traffic cones immediately outside the school gates was acknowledged.  The notion of ‘car pooling’ (sharing) was considered, but with little expectation that this would be a major impact on the street on weekdays.  It was noted that the most effective action taken was the placement of the cones and their removal during the day (carried out by adjacent neighbour).Councillor Caunce confirmed that she (being near-neighbour) would continue to review the situation.

5 	PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
Application 3/2026/0050 – Land adj to Preston Road, Ribchester.  Application for Planning in Principle Appeal REFUSED
Application 3/2026/0047 – Pinfold Farm, Preston Road, Certificate of Lawfulness for proposed new detached garage with gym and office to rear of existing bungalow – Previous Appeal  - application form redacted; proposed plan redacted.
6 	FINANCIAL MATTERS:
The regular monthly financial outgoings were made, viz:
Payment of rent to SS Peter & Pauls Parish Centre - £60 (Two months’ rent)
Payment to Parish Clerk for mid-February -mid-March - £499.20
Lengthsman’s Payment - £126 for February (carried forward) and £252 for March	
It was reported that the Council had been granted £20,000 from the Lancashire Community Fund.
7 	REPORTS FROM PRINCIPAL COMMITTEES: 
Councillor Barnsley reported on items raised during the Parish Council Liaison Committee meeting – the key issue had been  the forthcoming Local Government reorganisation.  It was reported that various amendments had  been proposed, to be issued in due course.  It was reported that there would be further information forthcoming about the future of existing assets.  Cllr Barnsley also reported that grants would be being made available for the installation of CCTV cameras.
The matter of an increase in Council Tax was raised.  Cllr Barnsley reminded the meeting of the danger if there was an ‘underspend.’  There had been a proposal to donate some funding for the Emergency Housing project.  
It was also reported that a Food Waste Collection system would be introduced in February 2026; however there were concerns that many Councils would struggle to introduce this initiative, given that new vehicles, etc, would be needed.  The concern was expressed that the Government deadline might be missed.
It was reported that Ribblesdale Pool in Clitheroe would be closed for refurbishment.  The main issue is the pool lining – which is 50 years old.  An addition to the building will be solar panels on the roof.
8	MATTERS ARISING
8.1 It was proposed that Cllrs Yates and Mason would pursue the previously agreed installation of SPIDS in the village.
8.2 It was agreed that Cllr Barnsley would make enquires to confirm the ownership of the Premier store.
8.3.  Potential hazards on the roads in the village, including Stop signs turned sideways, erosion of the road surface which hinders the identification of the junction markings.  The existence of potholes (reported, but not remedied).  Cllr Caunce proposed a warning road sign before the junction with Church Street and Blackburn Road.
8.4  The previously raised issue about a replacement ‘dog waste bin’ was revisited, Cllr Barnsley to check progress.
8.5  Cllr Barnsley thanked residents who had participated in the annual village clean-up; which in addition to the road/verge cleaning etc, had included the sowing of flower seeds along the fence on the edge of the ‘Rec’ and the sowing of herbs in the roadside planter.  It was recommended that the Lengthsman be notified about the roadside seed planting.
9	VILLAGE MATTERS
9.1	It was proposed, and agreed that the Annual Meeting (which has to be held before June), date to be confirmed would include a presentation on ‘Community Energy’
9.2	Giant Hogweed and Himalayan Balsam growth in the village.  It was reported that there would be one more round of spraying.  Cllr Barnsley has proposed a motion on avoiding Himalayan Balsam, but no reports available at the time of the meeting.  Cllr Barnsley will provide updates.
9.3	Cllr Caunce had obtained information about the management of allotments by Preston Borough Council – where there was a system of dividing large allotments into two. (Note from Clerk – this idea could be put to the Ribchester allotment tenants when the next round of invoices for rent are sent out shortly).
9.4	Traffic concerns – there had been a noticeable increase in incidents of speeding on Stoneygate Lane, in both directions.  It was proposed that some research was needed and – once again – a proposal for the installation of SPIDs.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.50pm







